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Cornelius found 
himself sleeping 
on the Virginia 
Beach boardwalk 
right in the middle 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The 
middle-aged man 
had lost his job at a 
car rental company 
last November and 
his family’s home 
was foreclosed 
shortly afterwards. 

Finding a permanent home was critical. 
Cornelius struggles with Stage 5 kidney 
disease. Getting life-saving treatment is not 
possible unless the patient has a permanent 
place to live. 

Several of his loved ones have passed away 
due to kidney disease, and he’s been fighting 
it for over 20 years. After working out west 
for a while, Cornelius returned to Norfolk to 
care for his father who sadly died of cancer 

in 2018. It has become harder for him to 
work physically demanding jobs for long.

Having exhausted other options, Cornelius 
was able to find a warm place to sleep 
during the winter months at CAST (winter 
shelter in Chesapeake). COVID-19 brought 
that resource to an end sooner than 
scheduled. Having faith his homelessness 
was temporary, Marvin Sapp’s song, “Never 
Would Have Made It”, kept and continues 
to keep this determined man going. “God 
protected me through the whole time of 
COVID-19,” he said. 

After his boardwalk experience, Cornelius 
connected with JCOC’s Rapid Rehousing 
program. He worked with our housing locator 
to find shared housing in Norfolk. Gifted 
with a box full of food and a Welcome Home 
Basket (including cleaning supplies, dishes 
and bedding), this grateful man moved in 
May. He loves his room, and is preparing to 
begin kidney dialysis soon. 

BOMBAS annual sock donation arrived! They 
generously gave 2,500 pairs. JCOC shared 
over 1,000 pairs during a distribution June 
20th. Groups like The United Way, Grace 
Bible Church and Operation Blessing came 
together to provide those in need with items 
including groceries, face masks, diapers, and 
COVID testing.

Exciting news! On 
June 2nd, 2020, the 
Virginia Beach City 
Council unanimously 
approved JCOC’s 
application to 
rebuild our campus. 
The building includes 
38 affordable 
housing units, a 

new dining hall and administrative offices. 
The project will provide affordable housing 
options to the homeless and housed individuals 
living below the poverty line because of their 
minimal income. 

JCOC began dreaming about a campus 
rebuild in 2015. Your prayers and the power 
of God provided us with the belief, endurance, 
strength and patience to keep the project 
moving during those challenging moments. 

Our next steps include launching a Capital 
Campaign to raise between $6-9 million 
dollars, and selecting a contractor(s) to help 
make this vision a reality. We will be sure 
to keep everyone informed via our website 
and other forms of communication. We ask 
you to be a part of this wonderful project 
that will save lives and help end hunger and 
homelessness in our community. 

In response to current events, the JCOC stands 
in solidarity with all groups fighting 
against systemic and structural racism 
in the United States. The senseless 
killings of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and many 
other African Americans continues 
to pull the curtain back on racism 
against black people in our country. 
We are committed to fight against this 
oppression, and work to eliminate 

the inequity against African Americans. We 
also join with other communities working 
to end homelessness in addressing the 
disproportionate number of African Americans 
represented within our homeless populations 
across the United States.

Through activism, research and support of 
groups addressing these very important 
issues, JCOC will hold ourselves accountable 
to be part of the solution, because Black 
Lives Matter!!

Todd Walker, Executive Director

Cornelius in his new room.
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CORNELIUS IS MAKING IT THROUGH
90¢ of every $1 you give to JCOC goes directly to helping the hungry and homeless!
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JCOC Supporters Celebrate City Council Approval

In June, The Noblemen took a group 
collection and gave JCOC a $700 check. 
Thank you!



JCOC has a rewarding volunteer opportunity for groups to prepare and serve a community meal! This 
opportunity is open to any group looking to serve; faith-based and community organizations, businesses, 
military and youth groups, etc. Breakfast is served Saturdays at 8:00 am and dinner is served Monday-Friday 
at 6:00 pm. Dinner on Saturday-Sunday and Major Holidays* is served at 3:00 pm. 

We are following COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. All meals will be served to-go style through Labor 
Day. Our Kitchen Managers will share with you as to how this may affect the way you serve.

Grace Bible Church’s (GBC) date to bring a team to serve with the Food Pantry was cancelled earlier this year. 
The ugly culprit was COVID-19. Even though Food Pantry and Family Food Box programs had to temporarily 
close, #TeamJCOC found ways to feed the hungry community surrounding our campus. A pandemic wasn’t 
going to stop GBC’s members from continuing to carry out their vision of showing God’s love in tangible ways. 

Caring GBC households shifted gears and started preparing lunch bags with sandwiches and snacks at home. 
Hundreds of bags have been dropped off at JCOC’s Dining Hall over the last several months. Community Dinner 
guests are happy to receive a lunch bag or snack bag in addition to a to-go dinner prepared by another one of 
our volunteer groups. 

GBC member Dana Newbrough’s family assembled lunch bags. She said, “What a blessing to have the whole family work towards making 
a difference and loving on our community together. In this season especially we all need to be reminded to think outside ourselves and our 
circumstances. What better way than to love on others!” 

The bags not only provide extra food for those in need, but provide hope for many in the midst of crisis. The church has committed to supply 
several hundred additional bags throughout the summer and looks forward to getting back on campus when our Food Pantry is able to reopen.

Grace’s partnership with JCOC dates back twenty years. Name it. They have done it. Dedicated volunteers 
have prepared and served community meals, cleaned up the campus, sponsored fundraising events, and 
coordinated food/toiletry drives. For the last six years, their Serve the City ministry teams have come every 
month to help with the Food Pantry. Thank you!

Are you part of a group looking to make a meaningful impact in our community? There are a variety of ways 
you can partner with JCOC, both on and off campus! Our Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya would be happy 
to discuss these opportunities with you. Call (757) 491-2846, ext. 102 or email kloya@jcoc.org today.

For more information, contact Krishna Loya, Volunteer Coordinator at 757-491-2846, ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org.

Breakfast

Dinner

Saturday, November 28th Saturday, December 26th

Monday, September 7th* 
Friday, October 9th  
Wednesday, November 18th 

Monday, November 30th  
Saturday, December 5th  
Friday, December 18th  

Sunday, December 20th  
Monday, December 21st  
Wednesday, December 23rd 

Sunday, December 27th  
Monday, December 28th  
Tuesday, December 29th  

Wednesday, December 30th  
Thursday, December 31st*

CORNELIUS IS MAKING IT THROUGH... (continued)

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: GRACE BIBLE CHURCH

TIME TO SERVE UP A MEAL

#TeamJCOC is working around the clock helping those in need. Since March 16th: 

• Hungry families and individuals have received over 11,000 to-go meals (more than 105 per day). 
• Sixteen homeless veterans participate in the Veterans Transitional Housing program.
• The Emergency Housing program continues to provide shelter and services for 51 homeless single men and women. 
• Over 12 clients (including Cornelius) have found and moved into permanent housing. 
• Thousands of pounds of nonperishable food were shared with at least 10 drive-thru food pantries and outreaches throughout Hampton Roads.

JCOC is grateful for the outpouring of support during the COVID-19 response. Groups include: King’s Grant Presbyterian Church, St. Gregory the 
Great Catholic Church, and Holy Spirit Catholic Church, as well as Chick-fil-A locations Lynnhaven Mall, Market Place Hilltop, Parkway Plaza, 
Salem Crossing, and General Booth Blvd. 

We have received incredibly generous grant and foundation awards from those including: Bank of America Community Response, Hampton Roads 
Community Foundation, LilyHawk Foundation, Patricia & Douglas Perry Foundation, Priority Toyota Charity Bowl, United Way of South Hampton 
Roads, and Windward Foundation. 

Just like Cornelius is making it through with care, JCOC and those we serve never would have made it without you. Thank you! We have much 
more to do. Give today by filling out the enclosed envelope or give online at www.jcoc.org.



The JCOC Board of Directors proudly introduces Jeff Brown and Laura Contreras Rowe as our two new members! Jeff’s first board meeting was 
in January, and Laura’s was in June.

An active community volunteer, Jeff accepted the invitation to join the JCOC Board of Directors because, “this is an 
organization which I physically see the community impact. I have lived near the Oceanfront much of my life, and 
observe the positive contributions the organization has on our citizens. I began serving at JCOC as a teenager, and 
continue to serve today. I want to assist individuals who are struggling and bridge the gap when people find themselves 
in need.”

Jeff is an Assistant Vice President and Private Banking Associate with Bank of America Private Bank in Norfolk. 
Recently, he represented his work team by baking lasagna and packing the delicious entrée into 60 to-go meals for our 
Community Dinner guests. His co-workers had planned to cook and serve together, but couldn’t due to social distancing 
protocol.  

Laura is a wife, mom, global motivational speaker, award winning author, REA and entrepreneur. She is currently 
working on co-authoring a new book called, Extraordinary Stories of Hispanic and Latino Men. 

“There are so many reasons why I have accepted the invitation to join the JCOC Board of Directors,” commented Laura. 
“One of the biggest reasons is because as a child, I grew up in a trailer from the time I was in the 7th grade until I went 
off to college. We were always living on the edge of poverty. Even though we were never physically homeless, life was 
difficult at times. I believe this organization is so important to help families that are going through tough times and need 
temporary food and shelter.

Community partners like you assist JCOC in being able to provide supplemental food, toiletries and other items to those receiving help from our 
housing and feeding programs.

Our greatest needs at this time are:
• Jelly

• Crackers

• Pasta Sauce

• Juice

• Canned Meats

• Men’s & Women’s Undergarments (new only) 

• Air Mattresses (twin or queen)

Welcome Home Baskets (new items only, complete baskets preferred)

• Dinnerware, 4 pc. place setting
• Flatware, 16 pc. set
• Pots & Pans, small set
• Kitchen Utensils
• Can Opener
• Bedding set, Twin or Queen
• Pillows
• Blanket
• Towels and Washcloths

• Laundry Detergent
• Dish & Hand Soap
• Toilet Paper & Paper Towels
• Mop & Bucket
• Broom & Dustpan
• Cleaning Supplies
• Trash Bags
• Air Fresheners

Stop by JCOC Community Thrift. 
Accepting Clothing and Household Donations 

JCOC receives a portion of the proceeds. 

M-F: 11am-7pm   
Sat.: 10am-6pm 

120 S. Plaza Trail, Virginia Beach, VA 
757-965-8484
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: GRACE BIBLE CHURCH

SEE WHAT’S ON THE DONATION NEEDS LIST

NEW MEMBERS JOIN BOARD

Laura Contreras Rowe

Jeff Brown

Visit our IKEA Gift Registry at ikea.com to purchase many of these items! Search by:
First Name: JUDEO-CHRISTIAN • Last Name: OUTREACH CENTER • Registry Type: NEW HOME

Drop Off by Appointment Only: Contact Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya at (757) 491-2846, ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org



1053 Virginia Beach Boulevard
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Shop & Give

Have you set up Judeo-Christian Outreach 
Center as your charity on Amazon Smile?   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1417126

Fight Hunger Every 
Time You Shop

You can help by picking 
JCOC (WV413) as your Kroger 

Community Rewards charity. 
O: 757.491.2846 | F: 757.425.2607 | jcoc@jcoc.org | jcoc.org

90¢ of every $1 you give to JCOC goes directly 
to helping the hungry and homeless!

Shawn had been homeless on and off since 2016. This 
Emergency Housing client thankfully moved into permanent 

housing of his own on May 22nd! 


