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Shanta, a Navy veteran, always has had 
a heart to volunteer. While she searched 
for opportunities in the community, a friend 
recommended JCOC. In 2018, Shanta began 
volunteering during Food Pantry setting up 
and assisting guests in selecting groceries. She 
quickly became a “core volunteer”. 
About six months later, Maureen was walking 
past JCOC’s Virginia Beach campus while 
the Food Pantry was open and saw a friend 
waiting to receive much needed groceries. 
Maureen wanted to give of her time to help. 
She met Shanta shortly after beginning to 
volunteer. They instantly became friends! 

Since, these two ladies enjoy serving together during Food Pantry. They 
also help with other projects like sorting and organizing food and clothing; 
preparing and handing out Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets; serving 
the Community Dinner and cleaning offices. Recently, Shanta and Maureen 
signed up to provide and give meals to 60 Community Dinner guests. But their 
friendship goes beyond serving together. They love going to the beach and 
Botanical Garden together. 
“Now we are like sisters,” shared Shanta. She went on to say her favorite 
part about volunteering is, “being useful to someone, giving my time and 
making a difference in someone’s life. It’s a 
way of giving back to the community while 
developing social skills and gaining valuable 
work experience all at the same time.” 
Maureen agrees and shared in her beautiful 
Jamaican accent, “I love to help the people.”
This hard-working, dynamic duo is well loved 
by JCOC staff, fellow volunteers and the 
community. Shanta and Maureen, thank you 
for your faithful services, compassionate hearts 
and unwavering faith. 
To join our volunteer family, contact JCOC 
Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya at  
(757) 491-2846, ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org. 

Life is short. A phrase we often hear but sometimes take for granted until we are impacted in some way. I recently 
lost my younger sister unexpectedly. It truly has been devastating for myself and family. 
As I prayed to God to help me and my family get through this difficult time, HE placed a very important message 
on my heart. You see, my sister was a giver. She also prescribed to the theory that if you fall down 7 times, 
you get up 8 times. I truly believe her spirit to give helped her overcome some of the adversity she faced in her 
own journey. Her whole life was dedicated to helping others, on her job working with senior citizens and in her 
community. She loved to see smiles on people’s faces. 
At her service, many people shared how wonderful of a person she was and how she 
gave whatever she had to the people she cared about - which generally meant anyone 
she came in contact with. Her giving occurred not because she had a lot of resources, 
but because God had placed it on her heart that giving is a gift from HIM. The message 

HE gave me to share at the service was to give with intention and purpose. Like my sister often would do. Giving 
to bless others and without an expectation of receiving something in return. I must admit, I didn’t fully realize the 
impact my sister had made in her short life, but I understood the bar has been raised to truly bless the underserved 
in our community, where I live and serve. 
In memory of my sister Tobie Marie, I am committed to push myself to give and uplift the voiceless and underserved 
in our community. I want to challenge all of us to be intentional and purposeful in our giving like she did. 
We are getting closer to seeing the dream of building affordable housing, a new dining hall and admin offices 
become a reality. This project along with all of the services we provide, puts a smile on peoples’ face and gives 
them the energy to live a productive life. Just like my sister Tobie  lived. 

Todd Walker, Executive Director

TODD’S TALK
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Tobie, Todd’s sister

Congratulations Douglas! 
This Rapid Rehousing 
client recently moved into 
housing in Chesapeake. 
-----------------------------------------------------

We are proud to 
have recently earned 
GuideStar’s 2021 
Platinum Seal of 
Transparency. Learn 
about JCOC’s impact on 
#NonprofitProfile  
https://www.
guidestar.org/
profile/54-1417126.
-----------------------------------------------------

Donation Needs 
Community partners like 
you assist JCOC in being 
able to provide supplemental food, toiletries and 
other items to those being helped in our housing 
and feeding programs. Currently, the most needed 
items are:

Items must be new and unopened. Donations can 
be delivered by appointment only to our main 
campus located at 1053 Virginia Beach Blvd. 
in Virginia Beach. Please contact Krishna Loya, 
Volunteer Coordinator at kloya@jcoc.org or  
(757) 491-2846, ext. 102 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Peanut Butter
Jelly
Crackers
Dessert Mix
Bottled Water
Shampoo (full size)
Conditioner (full size)
Toothpaste (travel size)
Can Openers 
Pillows

Laundry Detergent
Dish Soap
Hand Soap
Sponges
Brooms
Dustpans
Mops
Buckets
Trash Bags
Air Fresheners 



Did you know 1 in 11 Virginians face hunger every day? One 
in 9 children in our state face hunger. However, you, the JCOC 
family are a part of the solution - breaking the cycle of hunger 
and preventing homelessness as our feeding programs help our 
neighbors seven days a week!

Community Dinner is open every day, not closing even once in 
2020. Hunger didn’t take a break. We didn’t either. Volunteer 
groups continue to follow pandemic guidelines in providing 60 
to-go meals for our guests each night. However, soon guests will 
be invited to come back to sit down and eat in our Dining Hall 
as volunteer groups return to prepare meals in the kitchen!

Food Pantry is open every Tuesday and Saturday. The first 
Tuesday in June was a beautiful day as dedicated volunteers 

prepared for 
the more than 
35 households 
scheduled to pick 
up groceries.

Guests were 
grateful as 
volunteers 
packed their 
cars or loaded 
bicycles and 
scooters with pre-
bagged produce, meat, bread, desserts and prepared items. 
The number of our neighbors struggling with food insecurity 
and looking 
for resources 
is expected to 
increase as 
social distancing 
guidelines relax. 
JCOC is ready.

Do you know 
someone 
struggling with 
food insecurity? 
• Community Dinner - Monday-Friday at 5 PM or Saturday/

Sunday/Holidays at 2 PM. 
• Food Pantry and Family Food Box programs –  

call (757) 491-2846 for appointment information. 
(Check jcoc.org or call for program updates.)

Remember, you are a part of the solution! Help break the cycle 
of hunger and prevent homelessness by giving financially. 
[Thank you to Michael H. Schmitt Photography for taking these photos  
and the cover photo.]

HUNGER DIDN’T TAKE A BREAK. WE DIDN’T EITHER.

JCOC Community Thrift
120 S. Plaza Trail in Virginia Beach

(757) 965-8484
Monday - Friday 11 am - 6:30 pm

Saturday 10 am - 6 pm

Second Chance Community Thrift
5193 Shore Drive in Virginia Beach

(757) 305-9689
Monday - Friday 10 am - 7 pm

Saturday - Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

Every Monday general clothing items are 50% off!
Please call before dropping off donations.

Is JCOC (WV413) your 
Kroger Community 
Rewards charity?

Fight Hunger & Homelessness  
Every Time You Shop

Faithful Food Pantry Volunteers
Dottie Mitchell (kitchen manager part time), Krishna Loya (volunteer coordinator),  

and Denise Rutledge (kitchen manager full time)

Is Judeo-Christian Outreach 
Center your charity 
on Amazon Smile?

https://smile.amazon.
com/ch/54-1417126

Grateful Food Pantry Guest



Combat Marine Veteran Finds Refuge
Two words that should never be side by side are “homeless” and “veteran”. 
However, at least 395 veterans were homeless in Virginia according to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 2020 Point-in-Time Count. 

Vince’s welcoming Chamorro culture flows freely from him. Growing up on his 
father’s ranch in Guam instilled a strong work ethic. This motivated Vince to give 
his all in serving with the Marines. During those 16 years, he obtained a B.A. 
in Criminal Justice, did many tours including Desert Storm, and earned a Navy 
Achievement Medal.

After the military, Vince settled in Hampton Roads. 
Keeping a job proved difficult because his back was 
progressively weakening due to the past intense military 
work. Last summer, a roommate didn’t pay their portion of the rent. Vince was evicted. His family in 
Guam helped as much as possible, but Vince ended up having to sleep in his car in the Farm Fresh 
parking lot off Shore Drive.

The determined man was thankful to find showers and help at Day Support operated by JCOC and 
located at the Housing Resource Center in Virginia Beach. During one visit there this past January, he 
learned about our Veterans Transitional Housing program. Soon after, Vince moved into one of our 
transitional apartments and began receiving personalized case support. He looks forward to becoming 
self-sufficient soon saying, “God was always there with me!”

JCOC is honored to help the 16 heroes who are a part of our Veterans Transitional Housing Program. 
They live in our Virginia Beach apartment building. Rent is just 30 percent of their income. Individuals 

stay for up to one year, receive case management services, and are linked to VA services – all tools which result in finding 
permanent housing.

Help End Veteran Homelessness in Hampton Roads Today by Giving Financially!

1053 Virginia Beach Boulevard
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

VINCE IS A MARINE COMBAT VETERAN. HE WAS HOMELESS LAST SUMMER.

Vince in his new apartment.

Vince


