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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
by Todd Walker

With the holidays
quickly approaching, it’s not hard
for me to think of
things to be thankful for over the past
12 months. For 31
years, JCOC has
helped to permanently eliminate hunger and homelessness
for so many people in the Virginia Beach
community. The expression on a client’s
face when we hand them keys to their own
apartment, or provide a box of food with all
the fixings to a family struggling financially
so they can prepare a holiday meal, is priceless and encouraging. Our goal is always to
spread holiday spirit and cheer year round.

JCOC is very grateful for our generous sponsors who made our 31st Anniversary Gala
a huge success and to Spring Branch Community Church, The Whitlock Group, Symphonicity, Karen Woodard Photography, and Astro Entertainment who provided the
photo booth for some light hearted fun! The evening flew by with the incomparable
Joe Flanagan as the Master of Ceremonies. We are thankful for these wonderful partners. We hope you will join us in October 2018 as we celebrate our 32nd anniversary
of serving our community!

McWaters
Foundation

During this holiday season of giving, as you
celebrate this special time of the year in the
warmth and comfort of your homes, we ask
that you reflect and pray for those whom are
less fortunate, those who are experiencing
the pain of being alone, or have nothing.
Unfortunately, someone will be sleeping
outside during the holidays. However, the
blessing is that we are in a position to help
eliminate homelessness and hunger one person at a time with your support. We ask
that you make a generous year-end donation
to help us do that and witness the miracles
of God’s work.
Thank you for your unwavering support.
Blessings and warm wishes during this holiday season.
Sincerely,

Todd Walker

HOLIDAY SHOPPING SMILE.AMAZON.COM
Help JCOC as you do your holiday shopping this season at smile.amazon.com. Key in
JCOC as your charitable organization of choice and with every purchase Amazon Smile
will make a donation to JCOC. It’s super easy and you will have “made a difference!”
“Those who are the happiest are those who do the most for others.” - Booker T. Washington

STORIES OF HOPE...
MIRACLES ON 17TH STREET
I want to share
with you some
of the beautiful
things that we
get to see at
Judeo-Christian Outreach
Center. You can
ask our staff or
volunteers and
they will tell you
that in working
at JCOC they get to see glimpses of the
beauty of the human spirit.
For example, we see: residents helping
and caring for other residents when they
know there will be no payback or advantage; people who have lost everything
but who still want to work hard to start
over again and not wallow in self-pity;
people who are kind and express their
gratitude for the help they receive.
Our past residents want you to know
why it’s important to support JCOC.
Here are some of their stories:

I

am not the “normal” picture of what
people think a homeless person is
like. I was a teacher for 20 years but I
have also spent 3 months in jail. I am
a person who struggles with mental
illness. Luckily, while in jail, a social
worker found a place for me to stay, it
was JCOC! JCOC helped me so I was
able to move from the shelter into their
affordable housing program. I saved
money and bought a car. I decided to
get a part-time job. The job would help
with my self-esteem and help pay for
the expense of having my car. I started
to think about giving back - helping
others and moving into my own place
so someone else could benefit from the
JCOC affordable housing program. I am
grateful for JCOC - they gave me a place
to live when I had no other option and
they helped me turn my life around! I
will continue to try to
repay their kindness
and I urge you to support them as generously as you can. I am
a testimony that their
work makes a huge
and lasting difference!

N

o one leaves high
school and says
I want to become
homeless, jobless, on

drugs, and in and out of jail. But that is
exactly what happened to me after 13
years of military service in the army... It
was while I was in jail that God showed
me who I was and what I had become.
When I started to submit to His way
things were taken away... I was no longer
a slave to alcohol & drugs and I started
wanting a new type of life. It was not
easy or immediate but I started to have
hope.
Today I am
no longer
living in a crisis situation
because of the
grace of God.
He saw me
as I was but
He also saw
the person I
could be. I
went from a
person who ate his meals at JCOC for
years to a man who has been married for
17 years. I have been a member of the
same church for 19 years. I am a part of
my church’s leadership team and I am a
graduate of their 3 year bible program.
I am grateful for what God did for me.
I am grateful for people like those at
JCOC who try to be Christ’s hands and
feet and who are willing to give people a
second chance.

I

was sentenced to 53 years... Eventually all but 11 years was suspended.
When I was ready to come home I had
NO place to go. I contacted JCOC and
they accepted me. I now have a job and
own my own home but without JCOC
I wouldn’t have known where to go or
what to do. They gave me hope and
guidance and I can tell you from my
own experience that the support they
give to people in need can mean
the world.
So yes, there are many horrible
things that happen in this world
and we are inundated with bad
news but if you want to see
another side of the story, a side
that celebrates human goodness,
strength, resiliency and faith
come over to JCOC. You will
leave inspired.

KING’S GRANT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

King’s Grant Presbyterian Church has
long been a partner with JCOC. Some
of their members remember back to the
1980’s when people first came together
to serve food to folks at the ocean front
who were going hungry. Through recent
meetings King’s Grant Presbyterian
Church (KGPC) “was so impressed with
the overall scope of JCOC’s organization
and the staff’s passion to help people
who have such pressing needs” that
they wanted to form a stronger partnership and offer a substantial financial
commitment. Recently KGPC had a
Judeo-Christian Outreach Center Day
and Executive Director, Todd Walker,
had the honor of sharing his message, “A
Serving of Hope”.
JCOC is grateful to Reverend Chris
Carrasco along with Bob Bibbs, Suzy
Farley and Marie Garrenton for casting
the vision to the members of King’s
Grant Presbyterian Church and bringing
this partnership to life. JCOC is beyond
blessed to be serving the community
with such a compassionate and Spirit led
group of individuals.

WHO DOES JUDEO-CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER HELP?
We needed a better understanding of who we were helping with the daily food programs that we offer. We
know that many people come to the JCOC campus to participate in our food ministry; you can see them
gathering in our parking lot at about 9:30 AM to receive free groceries. We also serve dinner nightly to100
people or so; just think, we served over 83,000 dinners last year alone! So, who are these people who depend
on JCOC for help? We conducted some surveys and found out that a little over one half (1/2) of the people
that come for food are experiencing homelessness but 25% of those who need our food services are families
with 4 or more members in their household. Approximately 31% of our clients have no income but there is
a much larger group who also need JCOC to provide food for them; they are the low income families who
make less than $1,000 a month and who would very likely lose their homes if they did not get services from
JCOC. These people are your neighbors because 72% of the people we serve live less than two (2) miles
from our campus.
What would these people do without JCOC’s outreach? Thanks to our compassionate community we haven’t had to face that question and JCOC has been able to help those who come to us in need.

As you begin to make plans for your Christmas meal, help
us provide a Christmas meal to families in need.
Hams & Turkeys
Mashed or Scalloped
Potatoes, boxed
Stuffing Mix, bag or boxed

Gravy, dry mix or canned
Marshmallows, mini
Pie Crust, non-perishable
Pie Fillings

Sweet Potatoes or
Yams, canned
Cranberry Sauce
Cream of Mushroom Soup

Crispy Fried Onions
Evaporated Milk
Biscuit Mix

Deliver donations to the JCOC Dining Hall by Tuesday, December 19th.
1053 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23451.
Drop off hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.
For more information, contact JCOC at 491-2846 or jcoc@jcoc.org.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Finding time in our hectic schedules for more than ourselves or
our families isn’t always easy. These two young women are no
exception. However, despite their busy lives, they have found
time to volunteer on a regular basis with JCOC.
Shelsea Evans, an E-6 First Class Petty
Officer in the United States Navy joined
our volunteer team in March 2017. She
jumped right in by training to cover our
front desk then quickly stepped up to
working on important projects for our
Development and Case Management
Departments. No matter the project,
Shelsea is always willing to complete it
and does so with excellence. There were many days Shelsea
arrived to JCOC in her uniform after coming straight from
working a long shift. As if serving our country and our community wasn’t enough, Shelsea took the time to compete in
the Ms. Veteran America 2017 competition to help promote
awareness of the growing number of homeless female veterans
in the United States. Shelsea made it to the Top 10 and won
the Social Butterfly and Selfless Service Awards as well as the
Push Up Contest!

Mayra Garcia Gutarra began volunteering with JCOC in May 2017 when she
was 8 months pregnant with her first child.
Just 2 months after the birth of her beautiful baby boy, Mayra was ready to jump
back in to volunteering while also running
her own tax service business. She too helps
cover our front desk at times and works
on special projects. Mayra was also instrumental in securing
donations for our Silent Auction held at our 31st Anniversary
Gala in October.
Both of these amazing women always come to volunteer with
a smile on their face and a willingness to do whatever they can
to help our staff fulfill JCOC’s mission. Shelsea and Mayra
exemplify what it means to give of oneself and we are grateful
for all they do.
For information on how you can become a part of our volunteer team, visit us online at www.jcoc.org or contact Krishna Loya, Volunteer Coordinator at 491-2846, ext. 102 or
kloya@jcoc.org.

ANNUAL SIGN UP DINNER
JCOC had its Annual Sign-Up Dinner on
October 28th at Church of the Ascension
and more than 100 organizations, including churches, synagogues, businesses,
community organizations and families
came together to claim their dates when
they would volunteer to prepare and serve
dinner for people who are experiencing
hard times and rely on this free dinner.

the organizations pour out on those they
are serving.

It was a great evening of fellowship as representatives from each organization eagerly
waited to hear their name called. Through
the dedicated service of these volunteers,
JCOC served more than 83,000 meals
last fiscal year to people who otherwise
would not have a healthy meal or would go hungry. But people
receive more than just good food; many lives are impacted
during the meals through the love and encouraging words that

We are very grateful to the Church of the
Ascension for hosting this special evening;
they were so gracious! They kindly donated their beautiful fellowship hall for this
event, took care of all of the preparations,
cooked and served everyone dinner, and
handled all of the clean up afterwards.
We truly appreciate their hospitality and
generosity in making the dinner a success
and have a special thank you to Marie
Thompson, Minister of Social Justice, who
organized the event.
For more information about JCOC’s community meals, please
contact Krishna Loya, Volunteer Coordinator at 491-2846,
ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org.

OPERATION INASMUCH:
KING’S GRANT
BAPTIST CHURCH
“What projects would
you like someone
to take care of for
you?” When you are a
non-profit and never
have enough money
for all the needs you
are aware of, it is answered prayer when a
ministry asks you how
they can help. That’s
what Operation InAsMuch from King’s Grant
Baptist Church did for JCOC recently. They
removed items that could not be fixed and they
repaired or replaced damaged items. Come visit
JCOC and you will notice one of their projects;
we have a new sign that was donated and installed
by them and it looks great! They also provided a
large amount of clothing and 12 Welcome Home
Baskets for JCOC clients moving into their new
homes. Thank you to the amazing volunteers
from King’s Grant Baptist Church who worked on
these projects; Anna Alexander, Heather Burner,
Jim Cummings, Donald Downs, Bill Forbes, Ray
Kirby, Foster Matter, Dan Reed, Dan Rush and
Kenny Toombs. A special thank you to Cheryl
Douglas who coordinated Operation InAsMuch
and Pastor Ken Pruitt for his and his church’s
overall support of JCOC.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Have you ever run across someone experiencing hunger or homelessness and
wished you knew how to help? JCOC and other organizations in our community can provide the help they need and here’s how you can connect us. Simply
make copies of the information above, cut it out, wrap it around a granola or
breakfast bar and secure it with glue or tape. Store them in your car or purse to
provide to those you meet in need of these services. You can visit our website at
www.jcoc.org to print copies or stop by our office to pick them up. Office hours
are Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-5:00 PM. Thanks for your
support in helping families, individuals and veterans recover from crisis situations.

1053 Virginia Beach Blvd. | Virginia Beach, VA 23451
O: 757.491.2846 | F: 757.425.2607 | jcoc@jcoc.org | www.jcoc.org

