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TODD’S TALK: STORMS
On September 5th,
JCOC staff began
preparing to provide
temporary shelter
to homeless men
and women living
in the community who would be
impacted by the
tropical storms
Todd Walker, Executive Director
caused by Hurricane
Dorian. Close to 40 homeless individuals came
to the Housing Resource Center to weather out
the storm with us. This is in addition to our 51
clients already in JCOC’s Emergency Shelter
program. JCOC, the Department of Housing &
Neighborhood Preservation, Dunbar Security &
Culinary Services Group all worked together to
ensure everyone’s safety and basic needs were met
throughout the storm.

Many of you have heard me say homelessness
is a community issue requiring a community
solution. Great things happen when we work
together for the less fortunate in our community.
As we waited out the storm, it occurred to me
so many of us in the building are experiencing
“storms” in our own lives. Homelessness, health
issues, financial hardships, mental health and
substance abuse issues, unemployment, and
domestic violence to name a few. However, the
clients in the Housing Resource Center were not
focusing on the storm or their storm. Through
many conversations I had with several individuals
currently experiencing homelessness, their focus
was on their “windshield” and not their “rearview
mirror”. Despite the fact many were literally and
figuratively in a “storm”, conversations centered
on their plan to overcome their current crisis. The
possibilities tomorrow held after the storm. Not

KEON BEGINS AGAIN
Dressed in a sweatshirt
and jeans, Keon starts
volunteering at six in
the morning some days.
He quickly puts the cots
away that some of our
homeless clients sleep on,
and sweeps up in time for
Day Support to open up
at 7 a.m. He volunteers
this early because, “I’d
like to spend the rest of my days giving as I’ve
been receiving!”
Keon knows what it is like to sleep under the stars
- not by choice. Last June he came to Virginia
Beach from East St. Louis by bus. His mother
had recently passed away. The eldest of five
brothers, Keon had spent sixteen years running a
daycare with his mother and working warehouse
jobs. He had dropped out of high school to help.
He has since earned a GED. It was time for a
fresh beginning.
Stepping off the bus onto the sidewalk a stone’s
throw away from JCOC’s campus, Keon saw
another man walking and they started talking.
The man was on the way to have dinner at JCOC
and invited Keon to come. “JCOC was a pivotal
point because I didn’t know they (JCOC) were
there when I got here. It was an awesome blessing
because I didn’t know where I was going to eat,”
Keon shared.

dwelling on how they got to their current situation, but showing extreme gratitude that we cared
enough to be there with them in their time of
need and believing in them to have the fortitude
to move forward and make their test become their
testimony.
Sometimes when we experience a storm, we feel
sorry for ourselves and focus on the “storm”
instead of learning through the “storm” and
growth after the “storm”. I felt extremely blessed
our clients were so positive and upbeat about the
possibilities the future held for them.
Your support of JCOC helps us be there when
someone is experiencing their storm. Please
consider making a donation today to create an
abundance of opportunities for them tomorrow.
Thank you.

THE NEWSFEED
Over the next few weeks, the Light House near
the beach (now Day Support at the Housing
Resource Center) kept him grounded and
focused. He took showers there and worked with
a Housing Support Specialist on getting housing.
JCOC fed him at night, and he did what he
could to survive in the in between times. The
boardwalk’s benches served as his bed for a while.
Keon then got a spot in our Emergency Shelter.
After a short time there, he moved into his
own apartment last November! “When you
guys (Virginia Beach) opened the HRC it was a
godsend,” Keon said. “Who can make changes
in their lives without a place to do it? Because of
you, I can be a success. I will succeed.”
He’s currently looking for a fulltime job. JCOC’s
Food Pantry is helping this determined man be
able to eat. Even as Keon eats a lot of oodles of
noodles right now, he said with a contagious
smile, “Life is good!”
“For anyone that is in this situation (homeless),
there is hope,” encouraged Keon. “Don’t give up.
Ask questions. Eat your pride. Keep it moving.
There is someone who cares. I am one…there are
agencies with programs for those who want to
help themselves. This is a temporary situation.”
Your monthly gift will help us be able to help the
homeless and hungry. Become a monthly partner
today. Thank you!

JCOC is scheduled to meet with the City of
Virginia Beach’s Planning Commission on
October 9th regarding our campus rebuild.
After that meeting, it’s on to presenting the
plans before the Virginia Beach City Council.
Pastor Chris and Dahlia
Cunningham from GO
Church in Virginia Beach
recently dropped off boxes
of cereal, canned food and
other nonperishables for our
volunteers to fill up Family
Food Boxes. They plan to serve Community
Dinner for the first time next year!
The Youth Group from
Spring Branch Community
Church made and served
dinner in our dining hall
in September. A few guests
especially enjoyed playing a pre-dinner game of
UNO and the ice cream sandwiches for dessert.
WTKR Channel 3 interviewed
Todd Walker during their
morning news broadcast
last month as part of Priority
Toyota’s Charity Bowl promotion. We were selected as a beneficiary of the
2019 Priority Toyota Charity Bowl Football
Game again this year!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER: FY18/19 RECAP

180,000+

Meals provided through
Community Dinner, Food
Pantry, and Family Food Boxes

200+

Housing programs helped
homeless men and women find
permanent housing.

228

Single adults sheltered

836

Single adults accessed
day services

JCOC COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE
CELEBRATES 5TH ANNIVERSARY
Entrepreneurs Jason and Lisa Engelhardt had no idea they would own a
thrift store six year ago! In fact, Jason had never been inside a thrift store
until he met Lisa. It came more natural to Lisa as her parents refurbished furniture when she was growing up;
and later she built a successful online thrift store.

46

Median amount of days
emergency shelter clients stayed
before going to permanent
housing

The idea for JCOC Community Thrift began when Lisa served on a committee with 11 other ladies. They
created a charity with a mission to help other charities. The group supported everything from an animal
rescue to JCOC. Jason and Lisa’s passion to help JCOC even further turned into them gutting a building
located off of Virginia Beach Boulevard. Armed with an agreement from us, they named it JCOC Community Thrift. This idea has turned into a fulltime job for Lisa, and something for Jason “in his spare time”, as he
works fulltime at NASA. “We always have at least three things going on at a time,” Jason chuckled.
A portion of the store’s proceeds are donated directly to JCOC. In addition, our homeless clients who need
an outfit for a job interview or household items for their new home are given a voucher to shop at the thrift
store. Those in need sometimes come into the store and buy something small. The compassionate staff often
ask if they need more clothing. If yes, items are given to them as a gift. In the winter months, a clothing line
filled with hats, scarves, and gloves is hung outside, free for those fighting to stay warm.
Five years have passed. Jason and Lisa have numerous loyal customers. Lisa expressed, “It’s not just a store, but
an extended family.”
“It’s a neighborhood resource,” added Jason.

50%

Transitional housing
veterans’ clients exited into
permanent housing with
full time employment

Thrift Store Hours
M-F: 11am-7pm
Sat.: 10am-6pm
Sun.: 12pm-5pm
120 S. Plaza Trail, Virginia Beach, VA

JCOC’s Todd Walker said, “We are thankful for Jason and Lisa’s dedication to JCOC. Their hard work and
compassion is appreciated as we continue to serve the community together.”
Shop & See What You’re Missing!
Flash sales are posted on JCOCCommunityThrift’s FaceBook
page.
Drop Off - children’s clothing and
items; furniture; and household
goods
You’re Invited! Saturday, November 2nd is Mr. Humphrey’s 1st
Birthday Party. This American
Mini is the store’s mascot with
quite a social media following.

OVER 800 HOMELESS PEOPLE HELPED DURING FIRST YEAR AT HRC
On September 12, 2091, JCOC’s staff and Emergency Shelter clients joined Samaritan House, Virginia
Supportive Housing, Southeastern Virginia Health System, Virginia Beach Housing & Neighborhood
Preservation (VBHNP), and community members in celebrating one year of providing the homeless with
life-changing services at the Housing Resource Center (HRC).
More than 200 guests gathered in the HRC’s cafeteria for a delicious buffet lunch by Culinary Services
Group and listened to remarks from those including Andrew Friedman, Director of VBHNP; City of
Virginia Beach Mayor Bobby Dyer; and Keon Dotts (featured on the front page).
“In recognizing our accomplishments today, let’s not lose sight there is still much more work to be done to
make sure that everyone in the City of Virginia Beach has the opportunity and the resources to end homelessness, and to help them make their lives better,” said Mayor Dyer. “May our success generate hope for
those who are still in need. The strength of Virginia Beach are the people of Virginia Beach.”

Mayor Bobby Dyer

You, our partners are a part of this success! Our executive director Todd Walker said, “One of the most astounding numbers shared is that there
was 1,210 walk-ins and hotline referrals for housing or shelter assistance between September 12, 2018 and August 31, 2019. JCOC’s staff had the
privilege of helping 836 single men and women in in the Day Support program, and 234 single adults had a safe place to sleep in the Emergency
Shelter during that timeframe. Our goal is to end the cycle of homelessness and hunger in Virginia Beach!”

JCOC Staff

BECOME 1 OF 100
Be a part of JCOC’s 33rd Anniversary Celebration and become a
NEW monthly partner! Your monthly gift of $10, $100, or $1,000
will make a difference in those we serve every day.
• $25 can help homeless clients receive Day Support Services
(shower, do laundry, work on their housing plan
with a Housing Specialist, and receive basic toiletries).
• $50 can help to make sure that 51 Emergency Shelter
residents have a warm place to sleep.
• $100 can help provide hot meals to guests coming to
a Community Dinner.
Mark the “monthly” box on the enclosed form along with your
check, or sign up to give automatically every month on jcoc.org!
Thank you.

JCOC Staff

Stretch Your Gift
Corporate Matching Gifts: does your employer
sponsor a matching gift program? Ask your business or
benefits office to see if they will match any charitable
contribution to JCOC made by their employees.

Have you signed up for Kroger Community Rewards
(Kroger.com)? Choose JCOC (WV413) and fight
hunger and homelessness every time you shop.

Choose Judeo-Christian Outreach Center as you shop
Amazon Smile! https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1417126

HELP BRING HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
For many individuals and families in our community, the holidays are filled with worry as special
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals are only a dream. Would you help JCOC collect enough food to fill
Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets for 200 households?
As you shop for your family’s holiday meals, please pick up a few extra items and drop them off at our
Dining Hall. We are collecting the following:
• Turkeys & Hams
• Mashed/Scalloped Potatoes, bag or boxed
• Stuffing Mix, bag or boxed

• Gravy, packet or canned
• Green Beans, canned
• Cream of Mushroom Soup

• Sweet Potatoes/Yams, canned
• Cranberry Sauce
• Dessert Mix, bag or boxed

Please drop off donations at our Dining Hall by November 19th for Thanksgiving and December 13th for Christmas (1053 Virginia Beach
Blvd., Virginia Beach). Hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00-4:00 PM. For more information, please call 491-2846 or
email jcoc@jcoc.org.

COLLECTING WELCOME HOME BASKETS
One of the most rewarding
experiences JCOC’s
clients have after facing
homelessness, is moving
into a new apartment or
house. However, imagine not
having the basics like a set of
• Laundry Basket
• Dinnerware, 4-piece set
• Kitchen Utensils, 4-piece set
• Pots & Pans, small set

• Can Opener
• Twin or Queen Bedding
• Pillows
• Blanket

dishes, silverware, towels and cleaning supplies. That’s where you and
JCOC’s Welcome Home Baskets come in!
Over the last 12 months, 52 clients received a Welcome Home
Basket. Over the next 12 months, we need 100 Welcome Home
Baskets. Will you help? Each basket includes:
• Towels & Washcloths
• Laundry Detergent
• Toilet Paper & Paper Towels
• Mop & Bucket

• Broom & Dustpan
• Cleaning Supplies
• Trash Bags
• Air Fresheners

Let our Volunteer Coordinator Krishna Loya know by November 1st:

* How many Welcome Home Baskets your group can commit to.

491-2846, ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org

* When you can drop off the completed baskets.
Gift cards to Walmart and Target in any amount can also be donated.

1053 Virginia Beach Blvd. | Virginia Beach, VA 23451
O: 757.491.2846 | F: 757.425.2607 | jcoc@jcoc.org

