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TODD’S TALK

Wow, JCOC is celebrating 35 years of service in our community! If you are reading this, you and/or someone you know has played a
role in helping those in need through JCOC's services. As our official 35th anniversary as an agency approaches in October, | reflect on
the many positive sfories | have witnessed. | am overcome with thankfulness because God has used this organization as a vessel to help.

Recently | visited a local restaurant for lunch. One of the workers, also a former client, noficed me and asked if | could point him in the
right direction regarding the housing crisis he was currently experiencing. Immediately after, another worker expressed her gratitude
because she utilized the Food Pantry and Community Dinner while suffering food insecurity shortly after moving to the area this year.
Finally, @ manager from the restaurant shared she had participated in the Community Dinners in the past and was grateful our services are
still ongoing, especially throughout the pandemic. Within 15 minutes at a random lunch, | was blessed to see how JCOC has positively
impacted these three lives. It was definitely a sign from above fo continue the fight against hunger and homelessness in Hampton Roads.

Please join me virtually or in person on October 15th as we celebrate 35 years of service at the Black & White Gala. It is important we

Todd Walker, Executive Director together to celebrate our success, and make plans to continue moving forward to lift up the underserved in our city. God Bless!
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TEER SPOTLIGHT: MIKEY’S HEART FOR OTHERS THE NEWSFEED

Mikey was just six-years-old when he began serving Community
Dinner at JCOC. He was a part of the Virginia Beach Friends School
team. They served once a month. His favorite role was serving
desserts directly to the guests as they came through the dinner line.
The youngster also enjoyed making lemonade, buttering rolls and
decorating cards for the tables. Mikey served on the team for two
years. This was only the beginning.

Every summer for the last few years, Mikey has operated a lemonade

stand with the goal of raising funds for JCOC. His homemade, fresh Thank you fo Leesa for the company’s very generous

Mikey working his lemonade donation of mattresses, foundations, frames, pillows

stund, age 12 squeezed lemonede has brovght in over $2301 and sheets! What a blessing for our clients moving
At Christmas time, he and his family create a “give back into their new homes.
Advent calendar”. They place at least one donation item in a
box each day then deliver everything to JCOC. Mikey’s mom, JCOC is proud to be a

Priority Automotive Charities

Jude shared that one year her son asked Santa to bring some v e
beneficiary again this year!

extra gifts to their house for kids Santa wouldn't be able to find The 52 Annual Priority Toyofa
because they were homeless. The family handed out the extra Charity Bowl and the first
gifts to all of the children who came to Community Dinner on Priority Lexus Golf Tournament

Christmas Day. raised funds for dozens of local charities.
Mikey helps prepare dinner, age 6

Earlier fhl? year, the now ]Q-yeor-. Cape Henry Rotary Foundation’s 37* Annual
old and his mom began volunteering once a week and helped to (&1 A s Bt e errl ol e el el s

pack and distribute Family Food Boxes. After several months, they including JCOC on October 10! Ticket information
transitioned to serving Community Dinner once a week. on oystercrush.com.

"

Mikey's favorite part about helping at JCOC is “...the feeling of
knowing that | am making a difference in the community.”

The difference Mikey and Jude are making reaches well beyond
JCOC. They also help other organizations; write Christmas cards
to service members, the elderly, and shutins; and participate in
community clean ups.

When this young man grows up, he hopes to be a Disney Parks
Imagineer or a filmmaker. Whatever Mikey decides to do, we
Mikey and Jude drop off donation,  believe he will put his whole heart into it and ensure he and his

age 7 mom continue to make the world a better place.

You can join our volunteer family! Contact Volunteer Coordinator,
Krishna Loya at (757) 491-2846, ext. 102 or kloya@jcoc.org.



COUPLE FINDS HELP HOPE AND HEALING

"You don’t have to be homeless to need food,” Michelle

firmly commented while recently chatting with our

Development Director Kristin Ward on the phone. The

wife, mother and grandmother continued, “Thank

goodness for JCOC and sfill doing their Food Pantry. If it
Michelle af Food Pantry  Weren't for JCOC we would be without.”

About ten years have passed since Michelle began putting her life back
together. With the help of counselors, she came directly to JCOC's
Emergency Shelter after being incarcerated. The shelter was on JCOC's
Virginia Beach Blvd. campus at the time. Terribly nervous of the unknown,
Michelle remembers going to the gazebo in the back and smoking before
entering the women's dorm. Over her 4-month stay, Michelle earned a
ServSafe certificate. She also met fellow resident Randy.

Randy had already been living in the men’s dorm for two months. He had
a car, and kindly gave fellow clients rides to appointments. Their goal was
to find permanent housing. The two became good friends and respectfully
followed the rule about residents becoming involved. Then they were
ready to take the next step and move into a fifth wheel camper

(32 feet long).

Michelle and Randy have been married close to seven years! They truly
love “tiny house living” near the oceanfront. The household of seven, yes
seven, enjoy their community and cats, and are thankful for AC and heat.
Michelle has worked as a caregiver and bartender over the years, but has
worked from home since March 2020 in an online quality control position.

Randy worked with building salvage for years, but now is in dredging.

Recently JCOC's Food Pantry and Family Food Box
program became even more of a blessing fo this
family when they lost their Medicaid and food stamps.
The reason, they were “making too much”. “I'm so
grateful,” Michelle shared. “I have a great time talking
with [kitchen managers] Dottie and Denise. All are so

. Randy and Michelle
welcoming.

Do you know someone struggling with food insecurity? They can come
to Community Dinner (Monday-Friday at 5 PM or Saturday/Sunday/
Holidays at 2 PM) and participate in Food Pantry and Family Food Box
programs (call 757-491-2846 for appointment fimes).

Make a donation today at jcoc.org, or mail a check!

CELEBRATE JCOC’S 35™ ANNIVERSARY IN PERSON OR

You are invited
to celebrate this
milestone with
Us in person or
virtually! The
exciting evening
features award-
winning author
and speaker Kathy Izard. She has
helped bring transformation to Charlotte
in the areas of homelessness, affordable
housing, and mental health. JCOC's
Executive Director Todd Walker will
share the year's highlights, and what
the near future holds. Virtual guests
can tune in from 7:45 PM - 9 PM. In
person guests will also enjoy dinner and
dancing. Everyone can see and begin
bidding on wonderful items at the online
Silent Auction beginning October 8th

on jcoc.org.

For more information, to purchose
tickets, or become an event sponsor,
please call (757) 491-2846 or visit

jcoc.org.
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HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS

It's that time of year again! #TeamJCOC gives

Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets
to more than 150 hungry families in our

community each holiday - that's a total of 300!

We need the following items:

Turkeys and Hams Cream of Mushroom Soup
Mashed/Scalloped (canned)
Potatoes (bag/boxed) Sweet Potatoes/Yams
Stuffing Mix (bag/boxed) (canned)
Cranberry Sauce (canned)

Dessert Mix (bag/boxed)

Gravy (packet/canned)

Green Beans (canned)

Will You Help? In order to be able to get the Food Baskets out in
time for Thanksgiving dinner, donations are needed by November
18th, and December 16th for Christmas.

You, your family or group of friends and co-workers can order
food donations online and have them delivered to: JCOC, 1053
Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Or, in order to
drop off food donations to JCOC's main office, please first make
an appointment by contacting our volunteer coordinator, Krishna

Loya at kloya@jcoc.org or (757) 4912846, ext. 102. You can also
make a financial donation online at jcoc.org.

Thank you for helping us bring Hope for the Holidays!

Annual Sign-Up for
Community Dinners

JCOC's Annual Sign-Up is for volunteer groups interested in
signing up to prepare and serve community meals in 2022.

In lieu of an in-person event this year, the drawing to select dates
will be recorded at JCOC’s Admin office. Details coming soon!

New to this opportunity? Contact Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya
at kloya@jcoc.org or (757) 491-2846, ext. 102 for more information.




