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TODD’S TALK

THE NEWSFEED

As I approach my tenth year as JCOC’s Executive Director, I reflect on the many
great things we continue to do to lift up the least of our brothers and sisters in
the community. Our focus is to assist clients in securing permanent housing
and providing food for hungry and struggling households. I am extremely
appreciative of the collaborations we’ve developed over the years with faithbased organizations, the City of Virginia Beach, community foundations,
state and federal government and individuals and groups. Both you and
these partnerships are crucial in helping us to be able to serve thousands of
people each year as they overcome food and/or housing crisis. Unfortunately,
even with all of this celebration, there is no time for us to rest on our laurels
because there is still a lot of work to be done.
This year, JCOC is also looking forward to new beginnings! I’m excited to
officially announce our Capital Campaign and the goal to raise $10 million
needed to rebuild our campus. This will include 38 new units of affordable
housing. We need your support!! The campaign’s theme is Help. Hope. Healing. The Help refers to the
impactful services we provide. The Hope is manifested whenever we provide the Help. The Healing occurs
when our team places someone in housing and they start the process of rediscovering themselves and
reasons to love life again.
Todd Walker

Celebrates his 10th Anniversary as
Executive Director this summer.

JCOC is honored to have
been named Hampton Roads
Chamber’s 2022 Non-Profit
of the Year! Staff and board
members attended the awards
luncheon on May 5th.

In addition to the adjoining article, visit jcoc.org to learn more about the Help. Hope. Healing. campaign.
Take a few minutes to watch the moving campaign video highlighting two of our client’s journeys into
permanent and affordable housing. Let’s continue to work together to bring Help. Hope. Healing. to
those in need.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: MEET VICKI
At least four times a week, every week, you can find Vicki in JCOC’s dining
hall. For nearly six years, she has faithfully volunteered her time to help sort
and organize food donations from the Foodbank, as well as give it to the
community through our Food Pantry and Family Food Box programs.
Vicki came across JCOC after searching for ways to give back to the community.
Typically, for Christmas her family would draw names for a gift exchange. One
year, several family members surprised each other by presenting the same
idea - find a charity to donate to instead of giving gifts. When they discovered
they had the same idea, Vicki thought, “God, you’ve got something going on
here.”

The number of households
needing food continues to
rise. In May, 317 households
representing 804 individuals
came to our Food Pantry, and
72 households representing 200
individuals received Family Food
Boxes.

Does your workplace participate in
CFC or United Way campaigns?
If so, please choose to give to JCOC!

She, her husband, Randy and two of their grandchildren helped serve
Community Dinner around the holidays. The family also used the money they
would have spent on gifts to purchase socks, gloves and blankets for our
dinner guests experiencing homelessness.
Not long after, Vicki and Randy attended a volunteer orientation. Vicki quickly became a regular, serving
on Saturdays and over the summer. During the week, she worked as a kindergarten teacher for the
Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS). She joined VBCPS as a volunteer, later became a substitute
teacher and worked in security and physical education. In October 2021, she retired from teaching after
thirty-one years.
Vicki is enjoying retirement. She loves being home and working outside in her garden. She also enjoys
her time at JCOC. One of her favorite parts about volunteering is working with the other volunteers.
This teacher became a student as she
learned the ins and outs of serving in
the dining hall. “I want to be able to give
back. I want to learn everything you can
teach me,” she told our team. Now Vicki
helps train new volunteers and oversees
the food pantry when needed.
Serving others is a way of life for Vicki.
She has traveled the world on many
mission trips to places such as Africa,
Turkey, China and England to help those
in need. She looks forward to going
on more mission trips in the future,
especially to India.
JCOC is thankful for Vicki’s leadership,
dedication and servant’s heart.
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To join our volunteer family, contact
Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya at
(757) 491-2846, ext. 102 or
kloya@jcoc.org.

Capital Campaign will Secure the Future of JCOC
Looking through legally blind eyes
at his simple living room, Kevin’s
voice shook with grateful disbelief
saying, “I didn’t think this would
ever happen.” This veteran had
recently moved into a 1-bedroom
apartment in a local permanent
supportive building for veterans.
Kevin became homeless in his late
50s, after losing everything while
caring for a dear friend. He slept
on various benches on Virginia
Beach’s Oceanfront for five years.
On a bench not too far away, Carl
also remembers being grateful
to get a good couple of hours of
sleep after finding an open spot.
The younger man’s life spiraled
when his mother died in 2016. Carl
became homeless two years later,
and remembered seeing Kevin.
Kevin's Interview
This past Spring, JCOC’s housing
team also helped Carl find and move into a 1-bedroom apartment in a
permanent supportive housing complex in Virginia Beach.

The need is still much larger than JCOC can currently address. Our
success over the decades and the gracious giving of our community
have now emboldened us to take the next step. It is no small one.
With the launch of the Help. Hope. Healing. campaign, JCOC plans to
completely rebuild our outdated and inefficient campus on Virginia
Beach Boulevard near the Oceanfront. With an estimated investment
of $10 million, JCOC will create the truly inviting refuge we’ve long
envisioned. Plans are underway to break ground in early 2023!
The centerpiece of the campus will be a new 20,644 sq. ft. building
complex providing:
•

38 affordable-housing units (approx. 300 sq. ft. each), greatly
expanding our role in building a bridge for our homeless neighbors
to move into permanent homes of their own – like Kevin and Carl
did.

•

A more inviting, flexible and cost-effective dining hall and safe
space for hungry families, individuals and veterans coming to
Community Dinner and Food Pantry.

•

New administrative offices for our Rapid Rehousing and supportive
programs to help clients achieve self-sufficiency.

Kevin and Carl’s powerful journeys are shared in much more detail in
the Help. Hope. Healing. campaign video. You are invited to watch at:
www.jcoc.org/help-hope-healing.
Carl’s story is already making a positive impact. He stopped by JCOC’s
office on June 2nd with friends Perry and Terry - who are homeless. We
invited them into watch the video for the first time. As the piece played,
his friends commented, “I didn’t know this about you.”
Tears fell from Carl’s eyes as he said, “I really needed to see this today.”
Transition from homelessness to life off the streets is harder than we
can understand.

Front view of new building

Rear view

Garden view

Help. Hope. Healing. is not just about a new building – it is about
changing people’s lives. Would you consider making a financial gift in
support of this campaign?

Your contribution is an investment in saving lives
and improving our community.
Carl and JCOC Team

For more information or to make a pledge, please visit jcoc.org,
email us at jcoc@jcoc.org or call (757) 491-2846.

1053 Virginia Beach Boulevard
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

OUR WISHLIST
Help hydrate and shield our homeless community from the
summer sun’s harsh rays and bug bites! The following items
are needed:
Sunscreen		
Bug Spray		
Lip Balm		

Adult Flip-Flops (new/gently used)
Bottled Water
Snack Bags

Snack bags can include individually packaged items like: canned
meat (pop tops or packages only), chips, cookies, granola bars,
crackers, fruit cups, meat sticks, and bottled water or juice box
(small).
Donations can be delivered by appointment only to our main campus located at 1053 Virginia Beach
Blvd. in Virginia Beach. Please contact our office at (757) 491-2846 or jcoc@jcoc.org to schedule an
appointment. Donations can also be ordered online and shipped to our main campus.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1417126

Choose WV413

JCOC COMMUNITY THRIFT
120 S. Plaza Trail, VA Beach

SECOND CHANCE
COMMUNITY THRIFT
5193 Shore Drive, VA Beach

Volunteer to Provide Community Dinner
Volunteer groups of all types and sizes are welcome, faith-based and community organizations,
businesses and families! Groups are preparing to-go meals and serving them to guests seated in our
dining hall and those preferring to pick up food. Meals range from sandwiches and chips to fried
chicken and sides to fast food combos. We have the upcoming dinners listed below that we need to fill.
Can you help?
Friday, August 26th
Tuesday, August 30th
Monday, September 5th

Monday, October 3rd
Monday, October 31st
Tuesday, November 1st

For guidelines for preparing and serving the meal and a complete list of open dates for 2022, contact
Volunteer Coordinator, Krishna Loya at kloya@jcoc.org or (757) 491-2846, ext. 102.

